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Beekeepers need to know and understand their bees to be able to harness the bees' natural 
instincts for them to produce a honey crop.  Many pests and diseases threaten honey bees and 
their keepers have to meet various challenges to deal with these pests and diseases and keep 
their bees healthy.  The 21st Century brought in regulations forbidding the use of some 
antibiotics and many pesticides, leaving beekeepers to find more eco-friendly methods of 
control.  Terry will cover all this and he will include the use of sublimation to deal with a 
prolific pest (varroa destructor) and the use of a refractometer to check the water content of 
honey, a crucial process.  Also covered will be the requirements to assess a honey's legal 
fitness for sale.  

Terry McAuliffe MSc LLM: Career civil servant.  Early career in ship repair.  Taught Naval 
Architecture at the Royal Naval Engineering College, Plymouth. Moved into occupational 
and environmental health; finally on to Whitehall to lead a policy unit in the MOD.  In 2010 
graduated with an LLM in employment law.  Retired in December 2012 but still active as a 
member of the Employment Tribunal (appointed 1995) and the Social Security and Child 
Support Tribunal (appointed 2013). 

Currently chairman of Plymouth Branch of Devon Beekeepers Association and a trustee of 
Devon Beekeepers Association. 


